Thursday, May 10, 2012
Kjære Venner,

Yesterday, Wednesday, May 9, 2012, my bees arrived.  
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Here is my 5 frame nuc complete with queen and brood and workers. 
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The frames are installed in a deep hive body.
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Most of the bees are transferred with the frames, leaving only a few bees in the nuc box.  
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These remaining bees will all follow the queen and brood and enter the hive by evening.


This will be my third year keeping bees.  

My first year I got a nuc, a set of five frames complete with queen and brood and workers, and the bees started out strong.  However, I believe the hive split leaving a reduced number of bees behind in the hive.  By fall they were not a strong hive, and had not stored enough honey to make it through the winter.  That winter was cold and snowy, and the bees ran out of food and starved before spring.  I did not realize how weak they were, and that they were out of food, so I did not supplement their food supply.

The second year I got a bee package.  Here a queen is in a cage placed in a package of bees from other hives.  As the bees release the queen from the cage, they get acclimated to her, and she becomes their queen.  Initially this queen started laying, but not prolifically.  I got some brood with eggs from a fellow bee keeper in the hopes that the bees would recognize that the queen was weak and would make another queen.  However they did not make another queen, and the number of new brood dropped to zero.  Then in September all the bees disappeared.  In a typical hive, as winter approaches the bees living in the summer will leave the hive to younger bees who will live throughout the winter.  I assume that the queen stopped laying or died, and there were no bees left for winter when the summer bees died.
This year I decided to try again starting with a nuc.  
I think one mistake I made in the first year was to not provide enough room for the nuc with a second deep hive body, so that eventually the hive split.  This year I’ll add another deep hive body early in the year.  
The second mistake was to not feed the bees throughout the summer.  I assumed the bees would collect as much honey as they needed for the winter.  This year I will feed them throughout the summer to try to help the hive be as strong as possible to make it through the winter.
So why should I keep bees?  
· When I was young, my uncle kept bees, and then my father.  My brother and I would help care for the bees.  So keeping bees runs in the family and brings back memories of my youth.  And I like honey.  

· In addition to the honey, bees also make bees wax.  I use bees wax to finish my turned objects, another hobby that I started in the last several years.  
· Also, I burn bees wax in my soapstone lamps.  
· Honey is also used in mead.  I’ve tried to make mead, but so far I have not been happy with the results.  I generally do not like sweet wine, so I’ve made dry mead, but I was not happy with that version.  Next I’d like to make some mead with some grapes or fruit.  But I’m waiting on my bees producing more honey.  Maybe I’ll have enough this year, or next year, if my bees do well this year.  
Stay tuned for more updates on my bees.

Hilsen, Owen

Views from the Flowage:  From time to time I send emails to family and friends chronicling events on the flowage.  Sometimes I relate the latest news, other times I include information (mainly for my education since I have to look up what I include), but my favorite topics are humorous in nature (well, I try to make them humorous).  Recently I have been turning replicas of medieval and Viking wood items.  Please reply if there is something you find interesting, or if I make a mistake, but do not feel obligated to reply.  Thanks, Owen.
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